
in critical care. It will serve its readers well
as a reference textbook that includes state-
of-the-art chapters and offers an interna-
tional perspective on intensive care medi-
cine.

Juan N Pulido MD
J Christopher Farmer MD

Mayo Clinic College of Medicine
Rochester, Minnesota
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Tuberculosis & Nontuberculous Myco-
bacterial Infections, 5th edition. David
Schlossberg MD. New York: McGraw Hill.
2006. Hard cover, illustrated, 523 pages,
$105.

In September 2006 there was news about
a cluster of extensively drug-resistant tuber-
culosis (TB) in southern Africa, which had
extremely high mortality (52 of 53 patients
died). Tuberculosis remains one of the lead-
ing causes of death worldwide; approxi-
mately 2 million people die of TB yearly
and one third of the world’s population is
infected with Mycobacterium tuberculosis.
The current epidemiology makes TB one of
the most important pathogens in the world.

Tuberculosis & Nontuberculous My-
cobacterial Infections, 5th edition, is a
comprehensive, multi-author textbook of
TB and nontuberculous mycobacteria.
Many of the contributors are internation-
ally distinguished TB experts. The book
has a hard cover, 523 pages, 39 chapters,
and 3 sections. This new edition includes
new chapters on bacillus of Calmette and
Guérin, new TB vaccines, and paradoxi-
cal reactions and the immune reconstitu-
tion inflammatory syndrome. The book is
most suitable for pulmonologists, infec-
tious disease specialists, and public health
practitioners involved in the field of my-
cobacterial diseases. There are complete
and current reference lists at the ends of
the chapters. Most chapters contain many
tables and figures that highlight important
points in the text. The index is compre-
hensive and accurate.

Part I, “General Considerations,” in-
cludes TB epidemiology, pathophysiology,
laboratory diagnosis, latent TB infection,
and TB treatment. The chapter on TB epi-
demiology discusses the intriguing issue of
“epidemic waves” of TB and gives a his-
torical perspective on how TB has affected
the world. The chapter on TB pathophysi-

ology is a concise yet comprehensive re-
view, with many citations for new basic
scientific findings. The chapter on latent
TB infection includes a discussion of the
QuantiFERON test, a relatively new whole-
blood interferon gamma-release assay to di-
agnose latent TB infection. The chapter
on multiple-drug-resistant TB contains the
up-to-date approach for the treatment and
management of the most important and
lethal strains of TB. The chapter on ba-
cillus of Calmette and Guérin and new
TB vaccines includes the horizon of new
candidate vaccines. The chapters on TB
in “enclosed populations” and “role of the
health department” will be useful to read-
ers in the public health sector, to optimize
local TB control.

Part II, “Clinical Syndromes,” consists
of 20 chapters, which cover the clinical pre-
sentation of TB, including pulmonary and
extrapulmonary TB, pediatric TB, TB and
human immunodeficiency virus, and diag-
nosis and management of specific TB sites
(eg, ocular TB, genitourinary TB, and gas-
trointestinal TB). The chapter on endocrine
and metabolic aspects of TB describes the
interaction between the endocrine system
and active TB. The chapter on hematologic
changes in TB reviews the known hemato-
logic effects of TB and its therapy.

Part III, “Nontuberculous Mycobacterial
Syndromes,” consists of 7 chapters on clin-
ical manifestation and treatment of disease
caused by nontuberculous mycobacteria.
These chapters deal with mycobacterial dis-
ease commonly seen in clinical settings
(M. avium, M. kansasii, M. marinum,
M. scrofulaceum, and rapidly growing my-
cobacteria).

The editor states in the preface, “the goal
of this book is to provide clinicians with a
comprehensive yet practical resource for un-
derstanding, diagnosing, and treating TB.” I
believe he achieved his goal and provided a
practical and informative resource for health
care professionals who manage TB patients,
at-risk populations, and patients with non-
tuberculous mycobacteria disease.

Unfortunately, the reproduction of some
of the radiographic images was suboptimal.
In addition, there are some illustrations in
which color would have been beneficial (eg,
World Health Organization statistics and
graphs, and clinical physical images, includ-
ing endoscopy images), but I understand the
cost issue.

In summary, Tuberculosis & Nontuber-
culous Mycobacterial Infections is a valu-

able reference textbook for clinicians who
encounter TB patients in their practice, and
will also be a useful reference for public
health practitioners in the field.

Masahiro Narita MD
Tuberculosis Control Program

Public Health - Seattle and King County
and

Division of Pulmonary and
Critical Care Medicine

University of Washington
Seattle, Washington
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Reichman and Hershfield’s Tuberculo-
sis: A Comprehensive International Ap-
proach, 3rd edition. Mario C Raviglione,
editor. Lung Biology in Health and Disease
series, volume 219, Claude Lenfant, exec-
utive editor. Boca Raton: Informa Health-
care. 2006. Hard cover 2-volume set, illus-
trated, 1,246 pages, $229.95.

The resurgence of tuberculosis (TB) in
the United States and other developed na-
tions over the last 2 decades, and recogni-
tion of the magnitude of the global TB ep-
idemic have resulted in unprecedented levels
of interest, investigation, and program de-
velopment in this field. Major advances have
occurred in our understanding of TB epide-
miology, microbiology, genetics, pathogen-
esis, and host-pathogen interactions. We
have new TB diagnostic tests, new thera-
pies, better approaches to the management
of drug resistance, and better understanding
of TB co-infection with human immunode-
ficiency virus. New TB-control approaches
have globally uniform principles yet can be
tailored to the resources and priorities in
different countries and regions. These pro-
grams rely on collaborative international in-
teractions between governmental agencies,
nongovernmental organizations, novel phar-
maceutical industry programs, and local
health care providers and volunteers.

Through these exciting times, Reichman
and Hershfield’s Tuberculosis: A Compre-
hensive International Approach has
served as a reliable and authoritative guide
to the key global developments in TB, and
is written by an international “who’s who”
of TB experts. This text is part of the Na-
tional Institutes of Health’s Lung Biology in
Health and Disease series, edited by Len-
fant. The first and second editions were pub-
lished 10 years apart, in 1990 and 2000.
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