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    We would like to thank Drs Li and McMullan for their thoughtful response on the use of prehospital ultrasound for endotracheal tube confirmation.1
We agree that the frequency of prehospital endotracheal intubation is decreasing, and with an increasing paramedic workforce, there are fewer opportunities for emergency medical services (EMS) providers to acquire hands-on intubation experience. That being said, this reduced experience emphasizes the even greater importance on post-intubation techniques for confirmation of endotracheal tube position.
Whereas Drs Li and McMullan suggest that esophageal intubation has become exceedingly rare after the incorporation of capnography, frequencies as high as 5.5% in prehospital situations continue to be reported.2 For what we should consider a “never-event,” 5.5% is unacceptably high despite the ready availability of capnography in hospital and prehospital settings. Clearly, additional confirmatory strategies are needed to prevent these “never-events” from recurring.
Whereas we agree with … 
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