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    Early in COVID-19 pandemic, out-patient medical services were markedly curtailed. Many pulmonary function laboratories were closed with the exception of tests deemed to be urgent. The determination of what constitutes an urgent test is subjective. One might deem a test ordered because of cough or dyspnea on exertion as non-urgent; however, I personally witnessed two patients with these symptoms have their pulmonary function tests (PFTs) postponed for months only to be later diagnosed with interstitial lung disease and tracheal stenosis, respectively. It became clear that out-patient services like pulmonary function testing needed to resume so that patients could be properly diagnosed and treated in a timely fashion. In my 30-plus years as a respiratory therapist and pulmonary function technologist, we only ever had to close our laboratory for a major New England blizzard that prevented safe travel. There wasn’t a book chapter or guideline on how to reopen a PFT laboratory safely during a pandemic. The European Respiratory Society (ERS), American Thoracic Society (ATS), and other respiratory societies issued guidance papers on the reopening of PFT laboratories; however, many of the recommendations were based on expert opinion because very little data existed.1-2 A survey of the ATS PFT Laboratory Registry and American Association for Respiratory Care Diagnostics Specialty Section conducted from August–October 2020 revealed that most laboratories were back open and had implemented measures such as wearing personal protective equipment (PPE), allowing gaps between patients for air exchanges, equipment disinfection, and patient screening.3 Many respondents reported a reduction in test volume due to the implementation of safety measures. … 
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